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SUMMARY 

 

The story ‘A Triumph of Surgery’ revolves around an ill dog named Tricki and his mistress, Mrs Pumphrey. The 

dog was hugely fat. His eyes were blood-red and rheumy. Mrs Pumphrey gave her malt, cod-liver oil and bowl of 

Horlicks. Still, Tricki had no energy. The doctor advised her to cut down on sweet things. Tricki left eating and 

kept vomiting. He was to be hospitalised. The doctor gave Tricki nothing to eat for the first two days except water. 

On the third day, there were signs of improvement. He started taking food properly. The doctor didn’t give him 

any medical treatment. Tricki used to run around and play with the other dogs cheerfully. Soon, he recovered 

completely. Mrs Pumphrey continued enquiring about Tricki on phone. When she came to collect the dog, tears 

were shining in her eyes. She called this magical recovery: ‘A Triumph of Surgery’. 

  

I. Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow. 

 

1.Mrs Pumphrey hastened to explain, “He was so listless, Mr. o. aver no energy. I thought, he must be suffering 

from malnutrition, lots some little extras between meals to build him up, some malt and of Horlicks at night to 

make him sleep-nothing much really.” 

(a) Identify ‘he; in the above extract. 

(b) Why was he overfed? 

(c) Who was Mr Herriot? 

(d) Why did Mrs Pumphrey seem Tricky suffering from malnutrition? 

 

2. I had made my plans in advance. The only way was to get Tricky out of the house for a period. I suggested that 

he be hospitalized for about a fortnight to be kept under observation. 

(a) Identify ‘I’ in the above extract. 

(b) What was his concern? 

(c) Who did the speaker suggest to? 

(d) What kind of a person do you think the narrator is? 

 

 

II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. 

1.What makes you know that Mrs Humphrey was a rich lady? 

2.How does Dr Herriot treat Tricky? 

3.Why were the household dogs not interested in Tricky initially? 

4.Why did Mrs Humphrey treat Tricky in a special way? 

5.Why was Dr Herriot worried about Tricky? 

 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 100-120 words: 

1. Herriot enjoyed the lavish meal during Trick’s stay but still, he felt compelled to inform Mrs Humphrey about 

the recovery of Tricky. Why did he not keep Tricky for a longer time? Did he feel concerned for Mrs Humphrey? 

Was it not in his attitude to break the trust others. Discuss the values he possessed in 100-120 words. 

 


